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Executive summary
Burglary has for a long time been considered a social issue where criminals have broken into building consequently making away with property worth millions of dollars. In the same light, during such incidents, people have either been hurt or even lost their lives at the hands of the perpetrators. This current paper presents an analysis of burglary as a social issue in New York. Similarly, the paper also provides a couple of alternatives with the potential of eliminating this issue and making New York City a safer place. In this view, based on a review of evidential pieces of literature, neighbourhood watch has been considered as the best strategy to not only address the situation in New York but also bring sanity in high-crime neighbourhoods. 
Problem background
Under the City of New York laws, burglary is defined as the unlawful entry into another person’s house or building without permission with the intent to commit a crime inside the house. Burglary crimes in the city of New York are punishable by spending time in prisons (N.Y. Pen. Law § § 140.00, 140.20). Burglary, also considered home invasions can be categorized as either first degree or second degree depending on whether the assailant is armed or uses an object that results in death or serious injury on someone. 
Crime has for a long time been considered a complex societal problem. Burglary for instance is a serious crime with negative psychological, emotional and financial costs to society. Data collected by security agencies in New York indicate widespread occurrences of burglary incidents access the city. In New York, the evidential reports indicate that approximately two-thirds of the burglary incident in the city involve break-ins into residential premises. 
It is essential to note that the menace of burglary in New York was first highlighted by Webber (1990). Over time, statistics have been fairly consistent with only a third of the burglary incidents targeting business premises. 
Walsh (1980) argued that houses and garages were the most burglarized sites in the city. Currently, according to the NYPD stats, the occurrences of burglary incidents in the city have spiked in the recent past months despite the law enforcers doing whatever is necessary to put the problem to rest. The statistics have indicated a 25% prevalence rate higher than last year. The uptick in burglary incidents across the city, according to law enforcement officials is the worst they have witnessed in the last six or seven years (NBC NEWS, 2021). The law enforcers in the city have argued that the rising numbers of burglary incidents are closely tied to the gang and drug activities ravaging the considerably poor neighbourhoods around the city. 
One of the notable impacts of the increasing burglary incidents in the city is the increased financial costs associated with the problem. The New York Police Department has since created a subsidiary police wing under Operation Impact that consists of extra officers deployed particularly to the marked high-crime areas within the city. Arguably, this has led resulted in increased costs of maintaining such operations. Similarly, through burglary incidents, property worth thousands of dollars have continued to be lost. Additionally, the increase in reported arrests within the zoned areas has since been associated with racial profiling consequently giving the police a bad public image. 



Problem statement
In 1989, the city of New York reported a total of 712, 419 crimes a majority of which were robberies and burglaries (Webber, 1990). The situation has since grown so severe to consequently result in growing fear among the residents of the cities in New York. The local law enforcers have argued that the mechanisms needed to effectively solve this social problem are observably beyond the capacity of the police. In New York, both the local sheriffs and the state police are focused on ensuring that the problem of recidivism within the city is put to rest. All the measures put in place by the law enforcers operating within the city of New York aim at reducing the occurrence of crimes. Get-tough policies have since been implemented by the city police in a bid to establish a substantial reduction in crimes. The most prominent and notable of the policies is the aggressive policing that was particularly implemented to lower the levels of crime in the city. Although this strategy has resulted in significant reductions in the number of vehicle theft, homicides and other crimes in the city, burglary-associated crimes have remained considerably high over the years with increased inter-agency efforts across the city. 
This current paper provides information based on factual evidence drawn from the statistical records held by the police. The presented here are obtained various sources of past literature relating and crime prevention in New York. The most notable impacts of the increasing crime levels in New York is the increased financial costs involved (Mark Morales & Eric Levenson, 2021). It is essential to note that the New York Police Department consists of over 30, 000 uniformed officers and over 10, 000 non-uniformed officers. Admittedly, the police department is considered one of the largest in the country. The budget of the department runs into billions of money, which much of directed into salaries and personnel services. 

Alternative solutions
Muncie & McLaughlin (2001) argued that virtually almost all societies are at the risk of experiencing crime, violence and even victimization. Risk factors such as volatile neighbourhoods and situations of extreme poverty have been considered as the leading contributive factors to high rates of burglary incidents in the city of New York. Ideally, these factors significantly aggravate the chances of the offenders committing a crime. In this sense, as highlighted above, the New York Police Department and other local law enforcers have devised myriad strategies that are particularly aimed at ensuring the security of the residents of the city (Goldman, 2020). In New York, the police have continued to use the traditional deterrent and repressive mechanisms to address the increasing burglary-associated crimes. However, little has been achieved from the implementation of these strategies. 
Some of the alternatives that can be implemented in New York to effectively address the increasing rates of burglary-related crimes include; community policing. Rather than riding in patrol cars and waiting to respond to distress calls about burglar attacks, community policing is an effective strategy that the police department in New York can put to test.  Community policing arguably involves the creation of new fundamental cultures within the police departments where the police would be required to form partnerships with the local communities. Believably, community policing does not only help in reducing crime levels within the city but will also help the officers in doing their investigations.  Okere (2012) argued that community policing in Kenya had significantly reduced the commission of street crimes since it reinforces the relationship between the police departments and the community that is served. 

As observed by Bennet et al. (2006), community policing can be considered an effective strategy to address growing delinquency levels in areas where other conventional strategies have observably failed to succeed.  Another alternative for consideration in New York is the provision of effective conditions of both the social and the physical environments. Hirsch et al. (2000) stated that tackling the risk factors associated with crime and criminal behaviour can be considered effective factors to derail the intention to commit crimes. The arguments were that governments should move beyond law enforcement and criminal justice systems to address issues such as the improvement of the social benefits for the people in the regions that are mostly affected. 
Even though community policing has proven to be effective, it has presented a serious challenge in racially diverse areas where its organization becomes difficult. Residents may continuously point fingers at the other group. In this view, diversity makes it easier to blame others consequently abdicating the personal responsibility of taking constructive actions to ensure neighbourhood security. Feuds may develop between racial diverse groups consequently limiting the success of this intervention strategy (Feins, 1997). 
In trying to build a safer environment in New York City, it is important that the government turns a new leaf to focus on situational crime intervention strategies. Various strategies have been used including making an arrest, however, these observably repressive strategies have not done much in reducing the burglary rates in the city and its environs. Additionally, instead of focusing on repression as a mechanism to address crime and its risk factors, New York should focus particularly on rehabilitative practices through public education to ensure that young people are taught to become responsible and law-abiding adults rather than turning to criminality.

Neighbourhood policing is also another alternative which the city can possibly implement. Almost similar to community policing, neighbourhood watch is a program where people living in the same area with the desire to make their region safer work collaboratively with the local law enforcers to stamp out crime in their neighbourhood. Neighbourhood watch members may be required to meet regularly to plan how they would accomplish their security objectives (Skogan, 2000). Neighbourhood Watch has been very essential in helping secure the local neighbourhoods. For effective implementation of neighbourhood watch, a lot of preparation in terms of costs might be involved. The members of the neighbourhood must be trained to build the capacity that enables them to participate in the watch groups. Ideally, the members must be provided with specific instructions particularly on essential topics revolving around crime management and prevention. 
Besides the costs involved in creating an efficient neighbourhood watch group, the members of the group may begin to think that they are law enforcers consequently taking the law into their own hands in case they witness a crime happening. 
Recommendations
Based on the above-presented scenario in New York, the recommended solution could be a neighbourhood watch. A neighbourhood watch refers to a group of people living together in one neighbourhood who come together as volunteers in conjunction with the local law enforcers to make safer their neighbourhood. Through the years, various benefits have been associated with community watch programs such as reduction in crimes consequently resulting in a better quality of life in regions that were previously hard-hit with criminal activities. The neighbourhood has been considered the lowest level of homeland security and involves greater personal responsibility and control.  
This strategy effective because the members of the community act as the eyes and ears of the law enforcers and for this reason are able to report their observations of suspicious activities within their neighbourhoods to the law enforcers. Based on those observations on suspicious activities, trained law enforcers are able to take necessary actions. Often times, neighbourhoods with a watch group will put signs up, just for this reason. The neighbourhood wants anyone who comes into the community to know there are people watching everywhere. With this being the case, it's a lot harder for a criminal to move in and out without being noticed. 
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